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How a salute changed her world

Movgen Boothe is 2n English
imstructor at Merdian Comminity
Cofleqe. She iz marmed fo Glamn Boothe,
essiztant footbal cosch af Mortheasf
Lauderdale High School,

it was that
cormnection which
browght Movrgan to
Troian Fiedd one
night during the
foothall season. And,
it was fate that
brought her father,

LLE, Amny veleran
Cecll Ray Movrizan,
&nd some Marines

froum Maval Air

Station Meridian

togethar on that sams Bovothe
nrght,
Morgan wilnessed an event hat
changed har lfs, & momant of
transformation dunng which she
discovered her father is mare than he
appasrs o be — and Aiwals has basn.

Thase three second's in her ife also
changed the way she sees the acthe-duly
rrulitary: © ... hever again will [ nod
notice the serviceman standing mearbp ™

By Morgan Boothe
special to The Star

I t's 1865. On a dark might in the

Vietnam jungle, my dad flung himself
Iﬂ:‘m& IEI‘!‘ nra;: landing in the

As he fought for his life and the lives
of his fallow Gresn Bersts, ha was cer
tainty not thinking of hie life bayond that
moment, Beyond that battle, or evean
benyond that war.

Hewving baen wounded im combat
before this night, surely his life must
hava flashed & hiz eyes. Surely, in
the seconds it took him to fall to the

. he remembered his family, his
atown and probably his past Iifa.

It's 2004. On a dark night at a Mor
theast Lavderdale High School foothall
game, my parcaption of my dad and the
military — aapecially Mawval Air Sfation
Meridian — changed forever.

Becausa my mom married my dad
after ha refirad from the miltary, and
becauss |was 10 when they married, |
newar knew much about his fife in the
armead eervices. As | got alder, |
realized he didn't care to relive those
treumatic days, o | never askad many
questions.

I've never known my ded as a Green
Barat who was awarded numerous
medals for bravary and yaars of sar
vice, |"ve abways just known hirm as
“Dad.” Even though he was mot my
bicdogical father, my raal fathar passed
aaay when | was 6, this man was
unfailingly generous with everything
hie cowenesd, He abwaye had & amile, and
he always went the extra mile to make
eure his daughter was happy.

Thiz night, my parents drove the 150
miles to aee the MNortheast Trojans take
the fiald.

Walking acroas that dark parking lof
toward the brightly [it stadium, |
scarcely noficed the young men from
the Nawval s station who helped park
cars and contrad traffic at all the football
Qamas.

Hewvever, a8 we neared the men
gtanding af the edge of the lof, they
suddenly sprang to attention, saluted
gmartly and said, *Hello, sir.”

| gazed at therm in amazement, Then
| heard my dad say behind mea, "Hello,
gentlemen,”

| realized that he was wesaring his

That act moved me nearly to tears
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Key Field: Home of the
, 248th ATCS

238th ASOS

By Steve Glllesple
stalT wriber

The 238th Air Support Operations
Squadron of the Mississippi Air Mational
Guard i a tenant wnit af Key Field in
Meridian,

The miseion of the 238th is o provide
ligizon and expertise to Army combat wnits
on asrospace force applications, The unit's
miesiocn focuses on cloes air support and
othar missiona, incleding surveillance and
reconnaiseance, arliff, electronic war fara
and special oparaticns.

The 238th also is fasked with the mis-
ghon of deploying alongside Army ground
forces o advise and assisl the commander ir
the use of Ar Force close ar support, fac-
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"HELLQ, SIR"
This phetograph recreates the morment when U5, Marines from Maval Alr Statlon Meridian saluted Sgt, Maj, Cecll Ray Marrisan, LS, Army retired,
right, al a Mortheast Laudsrdala High School foctball game, L2, Marines shown participating in the recreation are, left to right, Pfc, Omar Farbes,
Pfz. Carlos Santiego, Pio. Dean Manglona and Pfc. Muheammad Zghari. The Marinas are members of Marine fwvation Training Support Sguadren 1 and
viluntaar to helo with carkina at football oam es throwah an agreement with the Mortheast MJROTC oroaram.
INSIDE

THIS SECTION

Lok for other staries about the
238th Air Support Operations
Squadron and the 248th Air Traffic
Control Sguadron throughout this
special edition. In the *Sportz and
Recreation” section:

tical airlift and reconnaissance aircrafi.

The 238th Airweys and Air Communica-
tiors Service Flight, Mobile was organized on
Moy, 1, 1853, The organization later becamsa
the 238th Cornbat Communications Squadnon
and currently exists as the 238th ASOS,

= “Ch no, not again!”

The 23Bth is aligned with the following Page 3
Army units: the 35th Infantry Division of
the Mansas Army Mational Guard, Fi. Leav- = Cala's only regrat;
enworth, Kan,; the 38th Separate Infantry Mat jeining sooner
Brigade of the Arkansas Army Maticnal . Page &
e R B i Nisatson e W—
arate Armor Brigade e Mississippi * i i
Army National Guard, Tupelo HOMECOMING 15 e Eoorin sl Fleariation”

The 248th Air Traffic Control Squadron ©On June 14, 2004, members of the 238th Air Support O perations P

Ses Key Field Squadron relurned frarm Irag, Staff Sal, Don “Telee™ Wigaine |s Page 2

Page 8 shown at the homecoming with his daughters, Kylis Anne, laft,
e and Dixie Leiah. Wiogins s on his wav back io Irag,



